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sent off on I4th November, would be firmly supported at Berlin ; and, he continued, " though the Empress of Russia may, and probably will, make some difficulties at first, there can be little doubt of her accepting the terms offered before the spring,since she; never can venture to risk the consequences of a refusal." Ewart, then, was more positive than Whitworth that Catharine would not risk a war with the Allies; and Pitt, with his san-guinc spirit, doubtless had the same expectation. Ewart also opened up wide vistas in the diplomatic sphere. He advised Pitt to bring not only Turkey but also Poland into the Triple Alliance; for this step would at once overthrow the influence of the Bourbon Courts at Constantinople and that of Russia at Warsaw.1
Despite Grcnville's disapproval of the latter proposal, Pitt and Leeds decided to act on it; and, as we have seen, sent an offer of alliance to the Polish Court.3 The matter was of urgent im-portancc; for rumours of I-Iertzberg's underhand clutches at Danzig and Thorn had reached Warsaw and gave new strength to Muscovite intrigues. The prospect of an alliance with England was warmly welcomed by Polish patriots; and there is little doubt that, had Hertzberg loyally supported Pitt's resolve to check the advance of Russia, a completely different turn would have been given to national developments in the East of Europe.
At the outset, the British Cabinet had reasons for trusting Hertxberg. Through the year 1790 he insisted on the need of strenuous action against Russia, It was his policy rather than that of Pitt, who at first took it up somewhat doubtfully. There is not a sentence in the British despatches which has a warlike ring. In the month of December the fleet was placed on a peace footing once more—a grave tactical error, for it lessened the effect of the British " Declaration" at St. Petersburg; and in the missive of 8th January to Jackson, the hope is distinctly ex-pressed that war may be avoided. There were good grounds for such an expectation. Spain appeared to favour the cause of the Allies; and Leopold, at the end of a fruitless strife, might be
1  Pill MSS., 332.  Ew.irt to Pitt, ifith November 179°-'* "F. O.," Poland, 5.   Leeds to Hiules, 8th January 1791. This evidence awl the fuels stated later on, in my judgement, refute ihe sirdement of Lecky (v  287) that tlie political security of Poland did not enter into tlie motives of Pitt's policy.
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